Alaska in Interior Dept. crunch 


I quote from a pamphlet 
called “Alaska Recreation 
Guide” put out by the U.S. De- 
partment of Interior in co-op- 
eration with the Alaska De- 
partment of Natural Resources 
and the Alaska Department of 
Economic Development: 

“In Alaska, the contrast of 
delicate heauty and savage 
wilderness is enough to instill 
in anyone’s mind that this is 
truly America's ‘play- 
ground.’ ... 

“But these things may not 
always be available for every- 
one, The increased population 
growth in our country is mak- 
ing increased demands on the 
recreation use of the land. . . . 

“Here in this great land of 
Alaska there is the challenge 


and opportunity to preserve 
for the future — to profit from 
the mistakes and poor plan- 
ning that have plagued ‘Last 
Frontiers’ down through his- 
tory.” 

Despite all this, the Depart- 
ment of the Interior has just 
recommended construction of 
the Alaska oil pipeline for the 
sake of national growth 
(growth being a euphemism 
for more crowding, more pol- 
lution, and more power for gov- 
emment bureaucrats). Now 
how do they square this action 
with their own words, quoted 
above? Maybe you can figure 
it out. Are they hypocrites or 
are they just stupid? 
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